Legal and ethical aspects of new reproductive technologies; the case of prenatal diagnosis.
The introduction of new reproductive technologies raises numerous legal and ethical questions. Answering these questions requires conceptual clarity about the nature and scope of women's and parental rights, the implications of these techniques for the dignity and rights of the unborn and the responsibility of the state as well as the medical profession in preserving the proper use of these techniques. One of the technologies that requires scrupulous consideration is the technique of prenatal diagnosis. In this essay an effort is made to explore the meaning of the main rights and interests at stake, to assess the (potential) benefits and hazards of prenatal diagnosis for both women/couples and unborn children, and to identify some criteria that could serve as a yardstick to measure the permissible use of this technique.